T\/I UCH has been said about the Yale' Golf Course, but
L¥1little has been said about the man who was mainly
responsible for ‘the creation and construction of the
course. It was the late Seth J. Raynor who wormed his
way through woods and thick underbrush, over land
strewn with boulders and covered by ledge rock, and who
picked his way through swamp areas, finally to emerge
with a picture in his imagination of what is today con-
sidered by many to be the outstanding inland golf course
. of America. No less an authority than Mr. Charles B.
: Macdonald once told me that, in his estimation, the Yale
course would, when brought into condition, schieve the
distinction of being our greatest inland course. Mr, Mac-
donald, who served on the advisory committee, was fami-
liar with the plans from the outset, but Mr. Raynor was
the real genius of this masterpiece, who made the layout,
designed the greens, and gave the work of construction
his supervision from start to finish. But if Mr. Raynor
. 'was directly responsible for the creation of the Yale
course, Mr, Macdonald’s genius was also seen in the work,
for it was he who started Mr. Raynor on his career as a
golf architect, and it was he who, through a number of
years thereafter, acted as Mr. Raynor’s tutor and advisor.
Mr. Raynor ‘once remarked to me: '“T used to 'think that
my ears would grow to be like asses’ ears, for I was always
. stretching them to take in every word that Mr. Macdonald
. uttered on the subject of golf® = B
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The Yale Golf Course
No Thermopytée- but a Real Test and also a Delight to the Average Player

By CHARLES H. BANKS, ‘06, Golf Architect

‘well-known Road Hole. And so it goes. Not.

‘graphy, and with an: abundance of natural features, the’
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—a real golfing treat—regardless of whether one’s game
is good or poor. The surroundings are beautiful, and in
spots the distant prospects are appealing. Here one will
encounter rugged and massive features that will stir his
soul and challenge his courage, and then again there will
spread before him a gently indulating stretch of green-
sward which will give him a sense of peace and security
and restfulness. Here one will come upon a placid pond,
nestling in between the hills or sleeping lazily in an easy
depression, and perhaps smiling at the timid who ap-
proach the tee with too faltering = step, as, for example,
may be the case with the First Hole, or the Ninth, which

- 18, in some features, suggestive of the Biarritz Hole. Here

one will look from the tee out into space across Tugged
terrain to a massive green on an elevation, and if he is'a
true sportsman, the challenge will be unmistakable and -
the will to conguer will stir his being. Here one will stand
on the brink of apparent disaster and look.down across a
great gulf to a Redan Hole which has no peer. Here one
will have an inviting shot to a green which looks to the
famous Sixth at the National for'its general ‘design—a
tempting one shotter of 130 yards. And again one ~will
see features in another one shotter which are reminiscent 3
of the famous Eden Hole. Here the architect has fash- =
ioned:an’ Alps Hole, here a Cape Hole, here a hint: of (the
‘single hole; «
on ithe course is even faintly suggestive of any other one
of the entire eighteen.  Each hole has its owni peculia ¢
peal—its own individuality. As: a. result there. i
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golf course is g—rand and rugged, and
land, and has 'an occa water hazard, it does not
necessarily follow that it 1s;extraordmar11y difficult. Both
from playing the course. ‘and ‘also from eareful study of
the layout, I am convinced that it does not present any im-
possible carries or undue difficulties for the average
golfer. The fairways, though hordered by woods, are very
generous in width—in fact, considerably wider than those
of the average course. The natural hazards through the
fairways are not difficult, and the bunkers are few as com-
pared with the average country club course. The greens
are massive, as they should be to harmonize with their
surroundings, and their generous proportions offer a fair
target for every player, whatever his degree of skill may
be. In places the carries must be made with discretion.
One of the characteristics of a good golf course is that it
must test the stratagem of the player. In places a wild
or foozled shot is severely punished, This is true of the
vast majority of golf layouts in this land of 5,000 courses.
As testimony of the fairness of the Yale course one might
cite case after case of scores in the eighties made by so-
called average players. To my mind the Yale course is a
more severe test for the expert who is struggling for his
pars than it is for the player whose average score ranges
from 90 to 100, or even higher.

To Yale men who are fond of golf and who wish to expe-
rience the joys of the game in a most delightful and un-
usual manner my advice is: Pack up your golf togs and
spend a golfing week-end or holiday in New Haven, If
you do not feel well repaid for any time or trouble spent
in making such a trip, go at once to a doctor-—preferably
a golfer-—and have your head examined.
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Recent Developments at the
Yale Golf Course

By Ben THOMSON
Pro at the Yale Golf Course

PROGRESS at the Yale Golf Course has gone forward
: by leaps ;nd buunds under the supervision of Wllham

app member of the Varsﬂ'.y Team,
of he Frashmen, both lowered the reco

ore heing bettered it
“The Varmty Team went through a heavy schedule last

-".-year, winning all of their matches except one, losing to

‘Princeton at Rye. Princeton had one of the strongest golf -
teams that any college could ever wish to have and they

finished a wonderful season by winning the Intercollegiate -

Team Championship at Apawanis from a strong field,
Georgetown being second and Yale a close third. Eugene
MeCarthy, of Georgetown, won the'individual Intercolle-
giate Championship, beating J. 8. Roberts, Yale, two to

‘one in a thirty-six hole final.

Owing to the high standard of play, competition to
make the team this year is keen and this Spring some very
fine golf is expected.

Though having no outstanding golfers such as Finlay,
at Harvard, Homans, at Princeton, and MecCarthy, at
Georgetown, Yale has a great number of players who are
liable at any time to come forward into prominence and
have their names inscribed in the annals of golf. Players
such as Knapp, Forrest (Captain), Aycock, Wilson, Rob-
erts and Swoope are all first-class golfers with tourna-
ment experience.

The Fall Championship was won by Tommy Aycoek, the
medalist being W. J. Speers, both Sophomores and con-
tenders for the team. The Class Team of 1929 won the
Class Championship and they hope to repeat.

1 feel sure that the same high standard of play will be
maintained with the golf teams and that Yale will be well
to the front again during the coming season and Inter-
collegiate games.
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The Graduate Fence

“Out, Damned Spot! Out, I Say!”’

Sir:—It was very hard to believe that it was there. But
it was. In your Campus Column, edited of late with so
much intelligence and delicacy of feeling, there appeared
again that horrible word which murders every fine feeling
and makes Yale College look like a department store.

Haven’t you at least a small index expurgatorius, and
can’t you put on that.list at the beginning, at the end, at
the middle, and at every third or fourth point in it, that
dreadful word “Ac”?

We have troubles enough now. Don’t rub our faces in
the mud again in that way.

Doesn't: “College” seem a pretty good word? Does it
not still earry some feeling, and some meaning, and some
intimacy, arfd some dignity?

I had begun to be encouraged but this appearance in

your columns and all it implies, leaves me not only indig-
nant but infinitely depressed.

YaLE, ‘89

More Wrong Use of Yale Name

Sir:—Worse than naming an oil pruspectlng concern
after our Alma Mater is the exploiting of her name in
connection with a recent advertising. scheme. To ‘employ
a number of students in a cigarette tr ;
nounce that a certain brand is the choice
sity is a practizse that should be stoppe
that be., Even the" magnificent
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