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THE ROLZ OF A GOLF COURSE WITHIK i URBAN ENVIRONM<KT

Harry keusel

Leelogy is becoming a househoid word at last. The word was
constructed from two Creek words: "oikos," meaning "house," and the
suffix meaning "keepihg or understanding the orde: of." It is the
misuse of the environment that has made us face up %o the fact that
we must do something fast in learning to understand our relatioﬁship
to the environment, and finding our placé in it. We héve gone too
far in re;haping jt to our own detriment.

ks a polf course superintendent, I am concerned with the role
rlayed by a golf course within. 'an urban environment. In tﬁis rele,
I think of myeelf as a curator of NHature in a eituatien where the
economic pressures work toward destrcying every last.remnant of the
natural order of things. These economic pressures are short-sighted
solutions to satisfying only man's basic needs. This has placed us
in the emotional and spiritval dijerma in which we find ourselves
teday.

Our young people are exyressing this crying need for the deeper
vaiues of the soul -~ for beauty, for freedom (or at least relief)
from manmade pressures, for the sootning quiet in which their spirits
might grow. MNost are not prepared to battle the wilderness, but they
yearn for what the wilderness has to offer. We, as well as the young
people, knuw only through history that the wilderness was once an
irritant to man - a threat and an obstacle., Insiead, we find ourselves

masters - I'd rath:r say trustees - of a vanishing natural ordér, and



&0 far have not shown ourselves to be equai to the responsibility.

Now that most of the natural world has veen destroyed and scarred
in man's drive for ease and comfort, we are just bepinning to realize
that we cannct Llive compietely free of Nature. We are part of it.

We need to be near to the soil, to turn it tver, to feel the warmth of
the sun, and air that is refreshing. This need exrlodes in the spring-
time when we have a arive to get outside - to walk, to breathe deeply,
to expand from within, to reach cut to infinity. We want to take time
to unwind with the growing thinge and iife that responds enly to the
easy rhytﬁm of urhurried nature. There is order and batance that the
human environment never scems to scnieve., Nature gives us a feeling

of continuity, a faith in the renewal of life thav seemed to have spent
itself, a touch with an eternal cycle.

Urban and suburban development has progressed so far over the deep
end that practically all contact with these joys has been denied miliiens
of peopie. Even a broath of fresh air is denied vs ail, and how can we
feel expansive without taking a deep breath? &npd man is so adaptive,
even to ugliness and fiith, we could easily i1ose all expericence with
the quiet and inward joys of nature; perhaps not even miss them, nor
realize any Jonger the need for this contact. We've alrsuacy gone a
long way down this road. Already our society has adapted to the
destruction (called ccnstruction) of the landscape, and people have ’
adjusted to driving hundreds of nervewracking ana boring miles for a
few uays in the woods and fresh air. why shouldn’t we expect natural
areas to be a necessary part of our everyday environment? Goif courses,
parks ana other recreational areas ought to be considered a requirem:nt

of the ecolory =~ not a luxury thot can be given up for futurc needs of

expansion.



These open areas preserve man's touch with nature, and hence the
@ preciation of, and consequent desire for the values derived from it.
Since man responds only to things he is familiar with, he nust have
eontact with better things in order to grreeciate the finer things
within himself. & beautiful goif course can make naturat peauty an
integral part of the city man's life.

Those of us who work in the outdoors are fortunate, and we know it.
Feople ask me, "You mean you get paid to work out here?" But only if
everyone has a chance to enjoy the outdoors in some way, will the natura

areas be' preserved - for open space of any kind is endangered as socn

as the need for, or use of that open space lapses. Someone must need it -
and know that he needs it personaily - to be willing to protect its
existence. kven as nature asbhors a vacuum, men seem to abhor undeveloped
land. We are victims of the profit motive.

K polf course superintendent can help by making peopie aware that
they are getting more than a game of golf. He can develop the natural
potentisl on the course, not being satisfied with maintaining an unbroken
expanse of grass that has as iittle interest as a suburban lawn, E;;ry
éourse has its unique natural ecology. Learn about your course's potential
and develop it. Your reward will be in the corments of those who can
appreciate these things, and especially from those who open their eyes
and hegin to see something more than the ball. Tre most rewarded golfer
is the one who can enjoy the golf course as much as a low score for the
day .

A family friend made a trip last year to central Europe with the
Ohio Forestry Association, and wrote: "The whoie landscapre is as well
kept as our golf courses. ke Americans have much to learn about tne

stewardship of our Mother Earth.,"



In this respect, also, I see a role for our golf courses - as
educators of a public whose experience with naturai areas has been
meinly one of exploitation. It will take a complete turn-about in
attitude to get the American people to assume responsiviiity for the
preservation of what naturat land they still have access to. being a
vontrolled area, the golf course can implant ground rules that can
serve to educate the pubiic in the care of the environment. On the
golf course, they can have it impressed on them that divits leave bare
holes, that Litter is visual poilution, and that etiquette makeé a
pleasureable experience where conflict could arise.

One day I informed a student golfer that he was dragging his
bag through asand trap. '"what are you getting so het up for," he
asked me. "It's py bag." This boy represents the blind self-concern
50 typical of the mass of American citizens. He represents the people
we need to educate to think beyond their own possessions, to understand
that the public domain is the responsibility of all who use it, not just

those who work there.

SLIDES: To illustrate waht we have been 80ing to our environment, and
some pictures of the Yale Goif Course to give an idea of the

natural beauties which can be preserved within an urban area.



