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GUNIVINGS GAPTURES
COLLEGE GOLF TITLE

Yale Star Defeats Knepper of%
Princeton in Final at
Siwanoy, 2 and 1.

LEADS FROM FIRST GREEN

In Front Throughout 35 Holes
of Play—4 Up on 15th

in Morning.

LOSER NOT iN 1922 FORM

Falls to Show Abillty of Last Year
In Flnal Chance to Win
the Title.

Special 2o The New York Times.

BRONXVILLE, N. Y., June 30.—Dex-
fer Cummings of Chicago, 20 years old,
8 brother of Miss Edith Cummings, one
of the stars of the women's golf world,
gained his first notable links victory
gt the Siwanoy Country Club today
when he captured the 1923 intercoliegi-
ate golf chamnpionship. As 8 result of
Cummings’'s victory the trophy again
returns to Yale after a three years
lapse since Jess W. Sweetser, present
National amateur champion, won it at

Nassau in 1920. Since then it has wan-
dered to Princeton and then to Dart-|
mouth. Last year’s winner, A. Pol- |
lock Boyd of Chattancoga, Tenn., did!
not defend this year, having been gradu- !
ated. Cummings’'s victory in the thirty- '
gix hole final played today was galned
at the expense of R. E. Knepper,
Princeton’s team captain, one of the
stars of the amateur world, the present

Transmississippi and Iowa State cham- !
plon. The margin was 2 up and 1 to.
play. |

The Yale youngster took the lead by |
winning the first hole played in the!
morning, and never once relinquished it.
After winning three out of the first five
holes Cummings held a lead of 2 up
or better throughout the remailnder of
the match. At the turn in the morn-
ing he was 3 up. £nd after winning the
tifteenth in the same session he was
4 up, the greatest margin that existed
between the pair at any time. The
morning session ended with the TYale
star enjoying a two-hole advantage. He
started the afternoon round by winning
two out of the first three holes, again
building up his lead to four holes, but
Knepper reduced his deficit to two holes
at the turn. He wasg still that far be-
hind after winning the thirty-third hole
of the match, but could do no more than

halve the next two and the encounter
ended on the thirty-fifth green.

Cummings continued to play the same
dazzling brand of golf that he 'has shown
gince the tournament started. 1In the
morning he was even par to the turn,
but slipped three strokes on the inward
Journey. finishing with a 74. He again
vegistered a 38 for the first nine holes
in the afternoon, and exceyt for a botch |
et the fifteenth, where he put two balls?
out of bounds, he would have been one:
over fours for the remaining eight holes.
His lack of direction at the fifteenth
gave him a 7 where the par is four
and made him four over 4s. Knep-
er's chief trouble came on the first nine
n both rounds. In the morning he was
41 for the distance, after a 7 at the
first Sole. He returned in 37 for a 79
total. n the afternoon he was 38 for
the opening nine, usinz up a 6 this time
at the first hole. He was only two over
¢ for the next eight holes.

Cummings’s Third Victory.

Today's victory was Cummings’'s third
of the present season and stamps him
as one of the country’s outstanding!
voung stars. His first victory was reg- !
istered in the Springfield, Alass., invi-
tation tournament this Spring., and his
next came in the Apawamis invitation
event, .in which he bested Oswald
Kirkby, the medalist and former metro-
politan amateur champion. In the in-

tercollegiate tournament, which _just
closed, Cummings won the qualifying
round with a brilliant total of 148, and
1t was largely through his individual ef-
Zorts that Yale pressed the Princetonians
for the team honors. Before going to
Yale he waa a student at St. Mark's. He
sill enter his junior year at New Haven
next Fall. .

In defeat. Knepper lost all chance of
ever having his name inscribed on the
{ntercollegiate trophy. This vwas his
second bid for the honor. At Garden
City vear ago. after winning the
medal, he was eliminated in the fourth
round by George B. Secor. This was
his final year of eligibility, for he re-
ceived his diplonra with this year's grad-
uating class 'at Nassau.

It might be said without any detrac-
tion from the achievement of Cummings
today that Knepper was not the Knep-
per of old. He was not the Kepper
of last year, for example, when he
won two big titles in addition to beling
the hero of the battle of Brookline,
<wvhere he defeated two of the Britons,
Talley and Torrance, and one of the

ericans., Francis Ouimet Although

e succeeded in scoring well throughout
the present tourmnament: he was not hit-
ting his shots and showed a lack of

ractice. This was evident todav whe
ge had great difficulty in controlling
hig wooden club shots. Time and time
again he was in trouble off the tee.
and it was only through his dogged de-
termination and his wonderful abilitv
& shotmaker that he kept the match
going along =as far as It did.

On Innumerable occasions throughout
¢he match holes looked hopelessly lost
for the Tiger when he would rally to
get a half by a great recovery. One
of the most brilliant of these came at
the fifth hole in the afternoon. Having
reduced his opponent’s lead to three
holes by winning the prévious hole.
XKnepper, after two bad shots, was In
the tall rough with a tall tree between
him and the hole. It was a long carry
and he had to clear the top of the tree.
After careful aim he banged into the
ball, sent it soaring up over the treetop
and on the green to within fifteen feet
of the pin for a half.

YWinner Xs Long Off Tees.

But it is doubtful whether or not Rudy
could have taken the measure of the
~Yale representative who, for a young-
ster, showed great poise and demon-
strated that, in addition to possessing
e future champion's stock of golf shots,
he also possesses an idesl temperament
for the game, plus a zeal to win that
will carry him far. Throughout the
tournament it has been his remarkable

wer to propel a solf ball that has
?:used amazement. It is doubtful fif
there is any player in the country, ama-
teur or pro, who can equal him in this
respect. This gave him a great ad-
vantage over Knepper in that he was
generally straight. But the other essen-
¢ials of his game are as well developed
as is his driving. He s, or at least

fias been throughout the tournament
end was today, an excsllent putter,
especially sure on yarders or less
that prove so troublesome.
And when it came to extricating him-
elf from trouble he proved almost
eeper's equal. He might have
proven himself on_a par with the Tiger
$n this respect had he had as much op-
‘Jortunity for demonstrating his ability
in this line as Knepper did. He dian't,
but whenever oeé had he proved his
mettle. At the second hole In the after-
noon round, after two wa ard shots,
h};ﬁa_u was on tre side hill at the right
of ¥he green and In the rough. Xnep-
per. with a great second. had reached
- the green and was apparently headed
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for a win. Cummings, however, pit-ched
up to within elghteen inches and
gained a half in 4

Enepper Best Off Sixteenth,

Knepper had one heart-breaking hole
which, coming as close to the finish as
it did, settled him. That was at the
sixteenth. He had just won the fif-
teenth and was 2 down with three holes
left. After the tee shots the Tiger had
all the best of it, for his drive was
straigh't down the middle of the course,
in an excellent location for the second

shot, while Cummings’s drive had a bad
slice and left him with a ticklish ap-
proach to the postage-stamp green.
Knepper was In a2 fine position to win
the hole, and that would have left him
only 1 down with two to play. A win
there might have changed the whole
complexion of things. Cummings's shot
was off to the right. hit a tree and the
little kick it got thereby saved him.
His ball, instead of being trapped or
down in_ the rough, hopped up a path-
way and stopped on the green. ep-
per’s approach bit the turf and he had
to putt first. As a result Cummings
was able to earn a half.

That sealed the Princetonian’'s doom.
But it was actually: sealed far ahead
of that. His massacre of the first hole
in both morning and afternocon reduced
his chances in more ways than the
actual loss of these holes. It gave Cum-
mings confidence, If he needed any, and
it put Knepper in the struggler’'s class.
And that’'s what he was doing all day
—struggling. OQutdriven, eometimes by
forty yards, he was seldom inside Cum-
mings on the green. Added to that he
was putting nowhere near the way his
opponent was.

His real downfall started at the tenth
hole in the afternoon. By playing even
45 for every hole after the first, he had
held Cummings even and was 2 down
leaving the clubhouse. With the honor
in his possession, he unbosomed himself
of a wicked slice which eventually ended
up in the brook.® That cost him a pen-
21ty stroke and that stroke lost him the
hole. At the next, after Cummings had
failed to get the green through under-
playing his iron from the tee, Knepper
agaln sliced his ball and it went into a
trap. That mishap didn’'t cost him the
hole, for Cummings gave him a half
by taking three strokes to hole out from
where he was. But it didn't win him
the hole. A par would have done that.

Biggest Mistake at Twelfth:

His worst mistake came at the
twelfth. Knepper's ball after his sec-
onc shot was on the green not far from
the pin. Cummings, with a poor tee
shot and a poorer second, was in the

rough at the right of the green and his
chipr went scampering clear across the
green. Hg chipped back close to the
hole and Knepper had two for a win
which would have left him only 1 down.
His approach putt was nowhere near
the hole, a yard off the line, and he
then missed that, a half resulting.
Orpportunity again beckoned at the
next hole, where Cummings was in the
rouzh above the green. Knepper's tee:
shot was just short and his approach
left him with eight feet still to go.
As it was he holed it and saved his
half, Cummings’'s approach being a
rovlrer  to within  twa  feet, Another
chance came at the fourteenth. Knep-
1« . wAS In the rouzh off the tee. Cum-
mings plumped his approach into a tra
and KXKnepper then playved his secong
shot poorly. It was off the line to the
left and almost into the stone wall. His
next was twelve feet short, while Cuam-
mings, after barely getting out of the
sand, stuck his fourth vp to within
§hreﬁe feet and holed the putt for a half
n ..

Rudy won the next when Cummings
plaved two balls out of bounds, amd

then came the crucial sixteenth and the
firishing seventeenth.
The cards:
o MORNING ROUND.
ut—
Par ........... 4 4 3.3 5 2 4 4 458
Cummings ....5 3 3 4 4 4 4 4 336
Knepper ...... T 53 3 6 35 3 41
In— .
Tar ....... F...4 2 4 3 4 44 4535
Cummings ....4 3 4 4 4 4 5 3§ 5—-38—74
Knepper ...... 4 2 4 4 435 4 4 53778
ont AFTERNOON ROUND.
ut—
Cummings ........5 4 3 5 5 3 5 4 4-38
I{?epper .......... € 4 4 4 5 3 4 4 438
fi—
Cummings ........ 4 4 5 305 7 4 4
Knepper .......-.. 5 43 3 5 4 4 4

The summary:

Champlonship Division, Zinal Round—Dexter
Cummlings. Yrle, defeated R. E. Knepper,
Princetcn, 2 and 1.
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